Manuscript Evidence Of The New Testament
The validity of modern copies of ancient documents is increased as the numbers of copies of that text increases. If the copies of the manuscripts are from diverse geographic regions and various periods of history, the reliability is greatly increased. In addition, the shorter the time period that elapsed from the time of the original text to the time of the copy we have, the greater the chance of accuracy.
Compare the numbers of copies of other ancient books to the number and variety of copies of the New Testament. In all, there are over 24,000 copies of New Testament manuscripts in existence.
Ancient Books

	Title
	Author
	Date Written
	Number Of Copies
	Date Of Copy

	Annals of Imperial Rome 1-6
	Tacitus
	116 A.D.
	1
	850 A.D.

	Annals of Imperial Rome 11-16
	Tacitus
	116 A.D.
	1
	11th Century A.D.

	The Jewish War
	Josephus
	1st Century
	9 in Greek
	10th, 11th, 12th Centuries A.D.

	The Jewish War
	Josephus
	1st Century
	1 in Latin
	4th Century A.D.

	The Jewish War
	Josephus
	1st Century
	Russian
	11th or 12th Centuries A.D.

	Iliad
	Homer
	800 B.C.
	650
	2nd and 3rd Century A.D.

	Ode To Poetics
	Aristotle
	384-322 B.C.
	41
	A.D. 1100

	Tetralogies
	Plato
	427-347 B.C.
	7
	A.D. 900


You will notice that with many of the ancient books, periods of hundreds of years elapsed from the time the work was written until the time of the copy that we have. With the New Testament, copies of manuscripts originate within a short period of the originals.

Types of New Testament Copies
	Name
	Writing Material
	Number of Copies
	Earliest Date Believed Written

	New Testament Papyri
	Papyrus
	127
	100-150 A.D.

	Greek Uncial Manuscripts
	Parchment
	306
	350 A.D.

	Greek Miniscule Manuscripts
	Parchment
	2586
	800 A.D.

	Greek Lectionaries – Contain New Testament scripture in the sequence it was to be read in the early churches
	
	2403
	

	Latin Vulgate Manuscripts
	
	8,000-10,000
	

	Ethiopian, Slavic, and Armenian Manuscripts
	
	8,000
	


